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IA.Iril1g \'tbr ld War n ill london there \oBS a shortage of cig;::lrettes and lots of llEIl and \\aIen at

that tine; \..ere ~s. There \oBS an urgent demnd for toOOcco and anyone on good teI1IE with

a tolEcronist \.as considered to 00 a lucky 00 and 00. To take the place of the regular brands,

exotic,highly {:erfUIEd ldnds of cigarettes ap~ed on the shelves of the little shops.

There \oBS toOOcco £ran the mysterious East, ~ \oBS that \Oihich CaIre fran Egypt, ~ all knew

\ltlat that \oBS IIBde fran,and it soolt like it as ~. The Russian stuff \oBSIl, t tad, black and

very Strong. ~ \oBS French cig;::lrettes that tasted like g;::Ir lic, Th:! West Indian stuff \oBS very

1X>pu1.ar and ~ve a re1aril1g effect. To us it did not natter \Jlere the tohacco CaIre fran, ~

just sroked ~tever ~ could get our hands on. The brand mIes enticed us to try tl:en all.

SoIXlisticate,Persian Carden,~ D:ilight ,CagJns,A. I. , Robust and nEnY others.

There \oBS one brand fran Iran called Pasha, that \oBS not a bad sroke at all and my nates sooked

than whenever they \..ere available.Pasha ~ tmique anDng the other cig;::lrettes, because the

sroke that they produ:ed \.as bl~ with a touch of pink round the edges and d~ to a special

il"lgredjant ill this tohacco it \oBS ~ that if the s1Dke \oBS vi~ on a lighted OOckground

an ~ daIcing lady could 00 ~ and if one puffed very quickly on that Pasha fag, that

.g;I[I:e one could actually see her rEm:>ve one of her veils. It took one whole cigarette to

achieve this ~nder ,noot of us enjoyed SIDldng too nlJcil to \oBSte good cigarettes ill this \-BY.

\
l'k>t door G1arlie,fu \oBS very excited about all of this. SaIEOne suggested to G1arlie that he

try sroki.ng ~ Pasha at one go on tl:B chaI-=e that the lady might just rEm:>ve the second veil.
~.'

G1ar lie said that as soon as he got l):Iid he ~uld try that very thiJ1g. I saw GIar lie a few

days later.fu \oBS alger to tell lIE how the expireIEllt with the Pasha had gone. He said that

sroking ~ Pasha at ooce and puf~ ill very quickly he saw the teautiful lady take off ~

veils. G1arlie \oBS very wi1rezy but happy and he told lIE on that very night he ~uld try to

s1Dke ~ Pasha at ooce. I told him that ,he could choke whilst tryjl1g it.
,

It \oBS about a \..rek later ,a couple of my nates and I \..ere sitting drin1dng tffi at Rosies cafe,

G1arlie passed by the window,he looked haggard and grey. The boys said that G1arlie had

succooded ill ~ four of the veils slippe!d off. We \..ere all ~rried about his lftllth.

Fee1il1g a bit coocerned about G1arlie next day I \..ent round to his lodgings,I saw his

landlady,she said that Glarlie \oBS not very ~ at all,she let lIE ill to see him.G1arlie sat

ill his roan,hunched over the table he looked proper JX>Orly. The roan \oBS full of SIrl<e and full

;:ys. I ~ him,telling him ).,. '" """ all \OJrried a1xJut him aIKi tint re '"'" carryiIJg ~
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this sroking thing a bit too far and I invited hjjn to our ~y soccer g8iIe, the fresh air

1..ould do 1..onders for hjjn. Q1arlie \..as adanBnt tlBt he \..as in control of the situation and \..ent

on to S3.y tlBt he 1..ould 00 trying for the fifth veil.I left Q1arlie and \..ent hare.

A few days later ,it \..as about eleven at night,I S3.t reaWj1g,enjoying a nightcap, there \..as

a knock at the door ,it \..as Q1arlie. fu looked like dwth,not \.arned up, 'I \.ent 00Ie nvney"

he S3.id, "1 fired to buy a couple of dozen IECkets of Pasha for my fjJJal attempt at the last

veil,I nust relDve it. I h:ive loot my job and h:ive no nvre nvney" he crooked at nE.

Q1arlies colour \..as yellow row and his tongue row blackened hung out of a foul broothed nvuth,

he tranbled and his breathing \..as very shallow. I S3.id "1 will not give you any nvney for your

stupid Pasha addiction,Give it up nBn! It's ldlling you! Sending you ll1ffiI1e!".

"No No,Q1arlle whis{ered, \.e love each other, FatinB and I are be:::aIIi1Jg as one and as gX)n

as I ~ ~ slledding tlBt last veil, FatinB has told nE only then will she oo!lIiJ1e. In all

of my life I h:ive never felt 00 alive". I said "No Q1arlie I will not help you".

Giving nE the sign of the devil Q1arlie sltmk off into the dark night.

~ days later Q1arlies landlady called nE,1..ould I go round. I \..ent and found JXX)r Q1arlie,

lying on his 00ck ,very dwd with ~ven Pasha butts stuck oot~ his thin lips.
"-

Thad rever ~ hjjn nvre ~ene. We cannot co~ or judge the nBn.

fu had found his ooul IIBte in a blue and pink cloud of cigarette sroke You ~,Pasha never
""

did carry a health warnjJJg on the IECket :.'i;-~"
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